


Student should assess interests
Research and gather information
Select prospective schools
Complete & send applications
Wait for responses

Make theFinal Decision
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College Timeline- 1 st Semester

September & October
~ Research and narrow down your school choices
~ Complete and submit applications and additional materials
~ Request letters of recommendation

~ Take the SAT/ ACT if you have not done so already or take
again to improve your score

~ Apply for Scholarships

November
~ Submit college applications and additional materials
~ Continue applying for scholarships

December
~ Continue applying for scholarships
~ Complete the FFAA application to qualify for Bright Futures
- Seniors will do this in school

January
~ Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
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College Timeline- 2 "d Semester

LET GO AND LET GOD.

~ Offers of Admission should be expected in the mall
between February and April.

~ Maintain a strong GPA.

~ Admission offers are subject to cancellation if your final
course work does not meet admission requirements.

~ After receiving offer of admission to desired school,
complete housing applications and orientation materials
and sign up for orientation date

(Orientation is MANDATORY for many schools)
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Student Responsibilities

Take required standardized tests and send official
scores to selected schools

Ask teachers preferably 3 weeks but at least 2 weeks
ahead when requesting letters of recommendation

Complete and submit application and additional
materials

Request transcripts online on Family Connection

See Miss Fabic if you do not remember your log-in information
$3/transcript

Apply for as many scholarships as you are eligible

If applicable, register with NCAA in order to participate in
college sports
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Parent Responsiblilities

Be encouraging and supportive

Facilitate student’s college search, especially regarding
college visits

Be aware of all application deadlines and give gentle
reminders (if necessary)

Submit all fees and forms required of parents especially
application fees and financial aid forms, including the
FAFSA application and also residency requirements if
applying to public in-state schools
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Guidance Responsibilities

Write the secondary school recommendation
Follow-up with the student in advising meetings

Send high school transcripts to selected schools as
requested by students

Respond to student and parent questions and concerns—
and meet with them as requested
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Senior Grades

Acceptance is “pending final transcript”

May influence acceptance into Honors Programs

May influence scholarship decisions
Still counts for Bright Futures GPA Calculation!

Mid-Year Reports and Final Grade Reports

BOTTOM LNE: Do not catch SENIORITIS!
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College Entrance Exams

SAT & ACTs
Watch out for registration deadlines
Indicate HS code 100611

Indicate college codes so that they may be
sent to your prospective college

Take SATII Subject Tests (only if necessary)

Some out of state schools require the
SAT I
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College Preparation

Individual Senior Meetings

Discuss prospective school choices, suggest
scholarships, review Bright Futures eligibility
requirements, remind Seniors to take SAT/ACT
If they have not done so already
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Choosing Your School

Research potential universities/colleges you are
Interested In

Does the school have programs of study you are
Interested in learning about?

Opportunities & Activities

Population and Student-Faculty ratio

Location (Out of state, in-state? Rural, urban?)
Financial costs
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Narrow the Search

Compare your colleges
Visit Colleges — 3 Excused Absences max.

Must report college visits to teachers prior to
scheduled visit

Open Houses, Shadow Days, Overnight Stays
Information Sources

College Guides/Catalogs/Brochures

College Fairs:

9/17 at SFCC, Gainesville
10/11 at Prime Osborn, Jacksonville
Videos/CD Roms
Websites
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Apply, apply, apply

3 Categories:

Safe schools, moderately selective schools, reach
schools

Fall or Summer

Application Deadline
Early Decision — binding application
Only allowed to apply to one school as Early Decision
If you receive an offer of admission, you MUST attend

Early Action- not binding, early deadline
Regular Decision

Rolling Admissions- first come, first served
Open Admissions- Community colleges
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Application Tips

Keep copies of your submitted application materials

Write an identifier as a header on the top right hand
corner of your additional forms (essays, activities
list/resume) in case they are separated

Online Applications
Print and prepare in advance, especially essays
Follow up your transcript requests

READ & REREAD everything before submitting!
Apply early.

Applying early increases your chances of obtaining on-campus
housing. The earlier you apply, the earlier you are accepted. The
earlier you are accepted, the earlier you obtain the housing
application and the better chance you have at obtaining your first
choice dorm.
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Community Colleges

Prerequisites:
High School Diploma
SAT, ACT, College Placement Test score
Earn:
A.A. or A.S. Degree (2 year degree)
Transfer Manual
Know requirements for transferring to 4-year college



Be The Best that You Can Be

Well-written Essay(s)
Comprehensive Activities List/ Résumé (if applicable)
Recommendations from:
Teachers
Counselors
Coaches
Personal music instructors
Dance instructors
Youth group ministers
Priests
Nuns
Employers
Allow sufficient time for completion
Choose individuals wisely
Someone who can attest to your
Personal abilities
Values
Overall character
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Holistic Review

Information beyond grades and test scores
Essays & Activities List/Resumeé

Good match for college
Are you well-rounded?

Will you be able to find your niche in that particular
school?
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On-Campus Housing

Apply when housing application is received by sending
application plus deposit
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Prospective College Athletes

Must register with NCAA Clearinghouse
Walk-on
Scholarship athlete

Internet
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net
WWWwW.Nncaa.orq
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Financial Aid

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
Available after Jan 1, 2008
Complete and submit ASAP after 1/1/08

The sooner you submit it, the more money your child may be
able to obtain from the government

FFAA (2008-2009 Florida Financial Aid Application)
Available online on 12/1/08

You MUST submit a FFAA in order to receive the Bright Futures
Scholarship

Individual College Scholarships
Research the college’s office of financial aid website

Merit Based Scholarships
Corporate, Professional, and Civic Groups, State of FL




L
Bright Futures Requirements

Florida Academic Scholar
100% tuition & fees

Requirements: *GPA is based only on 15 core

*3.5 GPA academic grades/quality
1270 SAT points.
28 ACT

Your transcripts will be

_ /s hs. .Comm. SEIVICE evaluated at the end of the 1st
Florida Medallion Scholar semester so keep your grades

75% tuition & fees up!

(100% for 2 years of
community college)

Requirements:
*3.0 GPA
970 SAT
20 ACT
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Searching for Scholarships

Scholarship Databases
www.fastweb.com
www.scholarships.com

Helpful Book:

The Debt-Free Graduate: How to Survive College
Without Going Broke

By Murray Baker
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College Admissions Checklist

College Application

Applications Fees

Essays

Activities List/ Résume

Letters of recommendation
SAT/ACT/AP scores

(SAT Il scores if necessary)
High School Transcripts

Proof of residency (if applicable)
Immunization Records (if necessary)
NCAA forms (if applicable)



Important Dates

SEPTEMBER 16

University of Central Florida visit to SFCHS 9:00am
SEPTEMBER 17
University of North Florida visit to SFCHS 10:00am
Florida Atlantic University visit to SFCHS 1:30pm
SFCC College Fair @ SFCC

7-9pm

SFCC Gym, V-13
Featuring representatives from Florida universities, Yale University, others

SEPTEMBER 18

Florida Institute of Technology visit to SFCHS 11:40am
SEPTEMBER 19
Berry College (Rome, GA) visit to SFCHS 8:30am
SEPTEMBER 23

University of Florida visit to SFCHS 10:00am
OCTOBER 11

National Association for College Admissions Counselors
National College Fair
9am-1pm
Prime F. Osborn Ill Convention Center
Jacksonville, FL
For a listing of universities in attendance, please visit:
https://webportal.nacacnet.org/Exhibit/ExhsSearch.aspx

OCTOBER 17
Flagler College visit to SFCHS 10:00am



QUOTE FOR STUDENTS...

What we are is God's gift to us. What we become is our gift to God.
~Eleanor Powell

QUOTE FOR PARENTS...

When we stop trying to make our children fit our fantasies of who they should
be, we can begin to see who they are.
~Anne Wilson Schaef

QUOTE FOR COLLEGE COUNSELORS...

College counselors and parents do not get students admitted to colleges, nor
do we keep them out; the student determines that. However, our experience
and advice may help students present themselves in the best possible manner
which could make them attractive to the appropriate colleges.
~Unknown



